
Grammar 

“Grammar is the business of taking 
language to pieces to see how it 

works.” David Crystal 

 

 



National curriculum & assessment 

• KS1 paper is optional and not reported 

• National curriculum requires schools to teach 
key principles and terminology. 



National curriculum & assessment 

• KS2 Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar test 
completed in May as part of year 6 SATs 

• Assesses the entire KS2 (incl KS1) curriculum. 



S.P.&.G at Stanley Park Junior School 

• Spelling ‘rules’ and skills taught 2-3 times per 
week  

• Punctuation and grammar covered in 1 
discrete session per week and reinforced 
through homework  

• Key concepts and terms taught in context 

• Punctuation and grammar used in teaching of 
writing. 



Word classes 

• Every word belongs to a word class that tells us the ways in 
which it can be used in grammar.  
 

• Nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, determiners, 
preposition and conjunction.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn  

https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/topics/zwwp8mn


Nouns 

• Names of people, animals and things; feelings or 
qualities and other abstract meanings. e.g. dog, 
chair, James, love, knowledge 

• Proper nouns, collective nouns, common or 
concrete nouns and abstract nouns  

•  Can be singular or plural e.g. 1 cat, 2 cats 
• Can show possession e.g. Eva’s, the rabbit’s, the 

rabbits’ 
• Can be replaced by a pronoun e.g. Dogs bark 
They bark.  
 









Pronouns 

• Personal pronouns make distinctions between 1st, 
2nd & 3rd person e.g. I, you, he/she  

• Personal pronouns can be singular or plural e.g. I 
ran vs we ran 

• Can show possession e.g. mine, yours, his 

• Demonstrative pronouns make a distinction 
between time, space or objects e.g. this vs that 

• Relative pronouns occur at the beginning of a 
relative clause e.g. which, who, that 

 

 







Conjunctions 

• Link words, phrases or clauses  

• Coordinating e.g. and, but, or  

Link two equal items e.g. I like chocolate and 
cheese.  

• Subordinating e.g. if, because, that, when, 
after etc  

Used to introduce subordinate clauses e.g. I love 
biscuits because they are sweet.   

 





Determiners 

• Generally precede a noun and any adjectives 
or modifiers of that noun  

• Include (in)definite articles and can be 
numbers e.g. a red ball, three ducklings, an 
orange 







Adjectives 

• Modify nouns  

• Can precede or follow the noun e.g. the red 
car / the car is red  

• Can be comparative or superlative e.g. hotter, 
hottest, more/most beautiful 

• Cannot be plural  *the hots temperature 

• Cannot carry tense *the hotted temperature  

 







Verbs 

• Usually refer to actions, events and states 

• Show tense and can change to show this e.g. I 
fly on Tuesday, I flew on Tuesday.  

• Auxiliary verbs (be, have & do) and modal 
verbs (could, should, will etc) form tenses, 
moods  and voices of other verbs and can 
express certainty, obligation e.g. She is 
reading. She should read.  

 

 









Adverbs 

• Usually indicate when/where/how/why and 
action/event happens 

• Can modify adjectives, verbs, adverbs and 
clauses e.g. She is very quick. She ran quickly. 
Unfortunately, she didn’t win the race.  

• Can show comparative and superlative e.g. 
John works hard; Mary works harder. 

 

 







Preposition 

• Usually indicate where or when something 
happens in relation to something else e.g. The 
book is in the drawer, I’ll see you on Friday.  

• Do not have suffixes  

• Occur before a noun, pronoun or noun phrase 

 





What is a sentence? 

• She played.  
• The children were playing in the park.  
• I can see a storm coming.  
• The cheese smelt terrible.  
• There is a cheerful looking girl smiling on the 

enormous, brightly coloured swing. 
• Despite the cold weather, the children played in 

the park. 
• Cheering wildly, the crowd celebrated.  
• Blinded by lights, she froze.   



Sentences – main & subordinate 
clauses 

• A main clause contains one stand alone clause 
that must consist of a noun and a verb e.g. 
The cat sat.  

• A subordinate clause does not stand on its 
own and is subordinate to the main clause. 
They are usually indicated by a subordinating 
conjunction e.g. The cat sat because it was 
tired.  

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



What makes a ‘good’ sentence? 

• A variation of clauses, structures, grammar and 
punctuation 

 
Slinking slowly from the shadows, he darted 
through the fence before disappearing into the 
night.  
 
Two dainty antennae angled forwards, examining 
James suspiciously while the enormous beady eyes 
darted left and right. Saskia y4.  



Ways to start a sentence – Fronted 
adverbials: 

• Positioned before the verb 

• Used to modify a verb or clause by telling us 
how, when or why something was done 

• Can include subordinate clauses, prepositional 
phrases, adverbs etc 

• Can be positioned elsewhere in a sentence but 
would then not be classed as ‘fronted’.  

 

 



Ways to start a sentence 

• A prepositional phrase e.g. Underneath the bridge, the 
woman buried the diamonds.  

• A non-finite verb e.g. To conclude, the woman buried 
the diamonds.  

• An –ed verb e.g Exhausted, the woman buried the 
diamonds. 

• An –ing verb e.g. Gazing into the distance, the woman 
buried the diamonds. 

• An –ly adverb e.g. Hurriedly, the woman buried the 
diamonds.  

• A conjunction e.g. Despite the risks, the woman buried 
the diamonds.  



Grammar activities 

• Adverb or not? 

• Word class riddles 

• Venn diagram word class sorting 

• Prepositions about a picture 

• Silly sentences game 

 

 

 



Resources 

• Noun, verb & adjective venn 

bitter, back, clean, clear, close, counter, double, 
down, fast, fine, firm, flush, jolly, last, light, low, 
out, pat, pain, right, rough, round, second, 
short, square, still, true, worst, 

• Word riddles.  

choose a word write a riddle using noun, verb, 
adjective.   



Standard English – I & me 

• Which of these is correct? 



Standard English – I & me 

• Test the sentence by taking away the other 
person.  



Standard English – I & me 

• The teacher gave the book to Daniel and 
_______ 

 

Take away the other person… 

 

The teacher gave the book to _I  .  

The teacher gave the book to _me_. 

 

 

 



Standard English – I & me 

• Tom and ____ jumped over.  

• The neighbours have a dog and he like Sarah 
and _____ .  

• That’s where Alfie and _______ live.  

• Samir and _______ I have finished.  

• Don’t forget about Rachel and ______ .  

 

 

 



How can you help your child? 

• Reading  picture books, stories and First News are all 
useful  

• Writing 
• Games 
• BBC bitesize grammar 
• Practise 
• Resource books 
• Spotting or listening out for things 
• Accepting that grammar used in this way is hard and 

that looking things up and being stuck can be a good 
thing.  
 



Questions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Thanks a trifle!” 


